Getting to Know the U.S. Census

For genealogy research
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What we will cover today

* What is in the U.S Census?

* How was it taken and recorded?
* Why look at them?

* Where can you find them?

* Sample Searches

* Tips and Tricks
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What is the census?

* Mandated by the U.S. Constitution to learn
about the population

* 1790 Census helped identify possible
soldiers

* 1830 indicated the number of persons who
may be in need of disability assistance

* 1940 tracked the impact of the Great
Depression

SR AR
s 0
7 » % CIityo
= Es |2
o LN

) Santa Clara



How was it taken and recorded?

* Marshall of the U.S. judicial districts
* Visited every household

* Posted the results in 2 public places
in the jurisdiction

* Transmitted the results to the U.S.
President
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When was it recorded?

Every 10 years on a specific date:
1790August 2
1800August 4
1810 August 6
1820 August 7

1830-1900 June1
1910 April 15
1920dJanuary 1
1930April 1 (in Alaska October 1, 1929)
1940 April1
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Why look at census records?
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Val Greenwood, author of The
Researcher’s Guide to American
Genealogy

| Vstmyblog |

“There 1s probably no other single
group of records in existence which
contain more information about

persons and families who lved in
the U.S.”
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Where can you find them?

Family History Library

* Ancestry Library Edition
* Heritage Quest Online

* Family Search

Santa Clara City Library

* Ancestry Library Edition
* Heritage Quest Online

* Family Search
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Would you like to improve your Ancestry experience? Give us your feedba

Receive Records at Home

LS. Public Recd
Send Your Find Home!
Enter your email address and we
will send you & link o your Addr

personakzed Discovery Page
where you can view and
download afl of the great finds
you make while here,

Source Inform
Ancestry com.

UT, USA: Ancot
Original data: \
Records, and G

We vadue your peivacy, Read owr
» Description:
Brivecy Staroment The U.S. Public
all 50 states In

Five Minute Find: Sending Documents
Home From the Library
View Video

SEARCH VITALS SEARCH IMMIGRATION

Find ancestors in the When did those significant Did your ancestors serve in When did your ancestors
complete set of U.S. Federal life changing events happen the Military? Our collection of arrive in the U.S.? And how
Census images from 1790- in your ancestors life? Search military records holds the did they get here? Search our
1949, including name our Vital Records to find out. answers. passenger lists and other
indexes. immigration records to learn
Search Now Search Now more.
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M ancestry‘ SANTA CLARA CITY LIBRARY  Help

Message Boards | Learning Center ‘ Charts and Forms | New Collections

Search > Census & Voter Lists

U.S. Federal Census Collection

About this collection

| Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name The U.S. has taken a census of its population
" ‘ | every ten years since 1790, The most recent
census available to us at present is the 1840
Your Location census, due to a 72-year privacy restriction.
While the questions in U.S. census records

o | City, County, State, Country | varied from year to year and in state censuses,
~ from state to state, you can find information
LivedIn —— | City, County, State, Country ‘ like names of other household members, ages,
- birthplaces, residence, occupation, immigration
Any Event | City, County, State, Country | and citizenship details, marriage information,
military service and more. The 1890 census
Add family member: Faiher Mother Sibling Spouse Child was largely destroyed in a fire, but we have
compiled a “substitute” with various other
ﬁrst&MiddIe Name(s) 7 Last Name records to help bridge the gap.
Father | ‘ ‘ | % i
= 3
Mother ‘ i ‘ 2 o alem ooty ﬁ‘.ﬁ
Sibling | ‘ " e ,{f%*.
See Amelia Earhart living in Des Moines, lowa
Spouss | X in the 1910 U.S. Federal Census.
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Gender Race/Nationality

M Clear search

Included data collections:

1810 United States Federal Census

1820 United States Federal Census

1830 United States Federal Census

1840 United States Federal Census U4
1850 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules
1850 United States Federal Census

1860 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules
1860 United States Federal Census

1870 United States Federal Census

1880 United States Federal Census

1880 United States Federal Census Fragment
1880 Veterans Schedules

1900 United States Federal Census

1910 United States Federal Census

1920 United States Federal Census
1930 United States Federal Census

1940 United States Federal Census

——— e —

Census records can be rich with details
about your ancestor. Be sure to look at each
and every question that was asked and use
the answers to locate more records. For
example, the U.S. federal censuses for the
years 1900-1930 inciude a date of
immigration for immigrants. Use that date to
narrow your search for your ancestor's
passenger arrival record in the Immigration
Collection.

Pinpoint your ancestor's location from the
census on a map, and then look for
churches, cemeteries, and other places
where your ancestor may have left records.

Be sure to locate your ancestor's adult
siblings in census records. It was common
for extended family to live in the same
household or near other family members.
You may find a parent, grandparent, or other
family members living either with them or
nearby.

If you're having a difficult time locating your
ancestor, try searching using only given
names and other details like birth year,
residence, family members, place of birth,
etc.

Occasionally, census takers only recorded
initials in place of the given name. Using only
a first initial will bring up these records.

Census takers didn't always have the best
penmanship, so if you're having a hard time
locating your ancestor, write out the name
and try replacing some of the letters with
letters that look similar.
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<>}9{ ancestry‘ SANTA CLARA CITY LIBRARY  Help

Message Boards | Learning Center = Charts and Forms | New Collections

Search > Census & Voter Lists

1940 United States Federal Census

i Provided in association with

' Match all terms exactly National Archives and Records
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name Administration
Year Location Browse this collection
Birth | | | City, County, State, Country ‘
- ) ) To browse this image set, select from the
Lived In City, County, State, Country options below.
) ] State
Any Event ‘ \ | City, Caunty, State, Country ‘ a‘m v
County 7
Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name Populated Place
Father Il
Enumeration District
Mother
Sibling
Saciss | | | % Related data collections
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SANTA CLARA CITY LIBRARY  Heip

‘ Message Boards | Learning Center | Charts and Forms New Collections

Search > Census & Voter Lists

U.S. Federal Census Collection

| - ¥ =
|| Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
‘ Franklin ‘ Roosevelt
[ Exact.. () Exact..
Year Location
Birth | | city. County, State, Country
LivedIn  —— | Washington, District of Columbia. USA
_{Exact.
Any Event | ‘ Ilﬁint, County. State, Country

Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child

First & Middle Name(f) Last Name
Father | || | %
Mother | l ] ] \ o
Sibling | ; x
Spouse | ' ' v e
Child | y %

Keyword

£.g. piot or “Flying Tigers™ ¥

Gender Race/Nationality

‘ — Select — v

About this collection

The U.S. has taken a census of its population
every ten years since 1780 The most recent
census available to us at present is the 1940
census. due to a 72-year privacy restriction
While the guestiens in U.S. census records
varied from year to year and in state censuses
from state to state, you can find information
like names of other hcusehold members. ages,
birthplaces. residence. occupation. immigration
and citizenship details, marriage infermation,
military service and more. The 1890 census
was largely destroyed in a fire, but we have
compiled a “substitute” with vanous cther
records to help bridge the gap

See Amelia Earhart living in Des Moines_ lowa
in the 1910 U.S. Federal Census.

View all collections included in this search

Search Tips

« Census records can be rich with details
about your ancestor. Be sure to look at each
and every question that was asked and use
the answers to locate more records. For

example, the U S federal censuses for the

years 1900-1930 include a date of
immigration for immigrants. Use that date to

Santa Clara
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SANTA CLARA CITY LIBRARY Help

Message Boards [ Leaming Center ‘ Charts and Forms [ New Collections ‘

All U.S. Federal Census Collection results for Franklin Roosevelt

Search Filters Broad

Franklin | |
Roosevelt |
LIVED IN: Washingt_. [ J

Edit Search | New Search

U S Federal Census Collection

- 1940 Umited States Federal
Census

- 1930 United States Federal
Census

- LS. Indian Census Rolls, 1885-
1940

~ 1920 United States Federal
Census

- 1910 United States Federal
Census

- 1800 United States Federal
Census

- 1870 United States Federal
Census
1830 United States Federal
Census

- 1850 United States Federal
Census

- 1860 United States Federal
Census

- 1830 United States Federal
Census
1810 United States Federal
Census

- See More.__

Shortcut Keys »

Exact

4]

Results 1—20 of 2,372

1920 United States Federal Census
U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS COLLECTIGN

View Image

1940 United States Federal Census
U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS COLLECTION

View Image

1940 United States Federal Census
U S FEDERAL CENSUS COLLECTION

View Image

1940 United States Federal Census
U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS COLLECTION

View Image

1920 United States Federal Census
U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS COLLECTION

View Image

1930 United States Federal Census
U.S FEDERAL CENSUS COLLECTION

View lmana

NAME
BIRTH
RESIDENCE

NAME

SPOUSE:

BIRTH

RESIDENCE:

RESIDENCE

NAME
SPOUSE:
BIRTH
RESIDENCE:
RESIDENCE

NAME:
BIRTH:
RESIDENCE:

MNAME:
SPOUSE
BIRTH
RESIDENCE

NAME:
SPOUSE:
BIRTH:

Records Categones

Franklin F Roosevelt

- abt 1918 - Canada

1920 - Washington. Washington,
Bistrict of Columbia

Franklin D Roosevelt

Eleanor Roosevelt

abt 1882 - New York

1935 - Washington. District of
Columbia. District of Columbia
Washington. District of Columbia.
Bistrict of Columbia

Franklin D Roosevelt Junior
Ethel Roosevelt

abt 1915 - Canada

1935 - New York, New York
Charlottesville, Charlottesville City,
Virginia

Franklin D Roosevelt 3rd

abt 15939 - Pennsylvania
Charlottesville. Charlottesville City.
Virginia

F D Roosevelt

Eleanor Roosevelt

abt 18832 - New York

1520 - Washington. Washington,
District of Columbia

Franklin Roosevelt
Anna E Rooseveit
abt 1882 - New York
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‘ Home

Message Boards ‘ Learning Center | Charts and Forms | New Collections ‘

4 All Resuits

Franklin D Rooseveltinthe 1940 United States Federal Census

[2 View blank form

Name

Age:

Estimated birth year
Gender

Race

Birthplace:

Marital Status
Relation to Head of
House:

Home in 1940
Map of Home in
1940

Street

House Number
Inferred Residence in
1935

Residence in 1935
Sheet Number
Occupation:
Attended School or
College

Class of Worker:
Weeks Waorked in
1938:

Income

Neighbors

Franklin D Roosevelt
58

abt 1882

Male

White

New Yerk

Married

Head

Washington, District of Columbia,

District of Columbia
View Map

Pennsylvania Av

16500

Washington, District of Columbia.

District of Columbia
Same House

81A

President Of

No

Wage or salary worker in
Govemment work

52

5000+

View others on page

Send Your Find Home!

Enter your email address and we will send
you 3 link to your personalized Discovery
Page where you can view and download all
ofthe great finds you make while here.

We vaiue yourpnvacy. Resd our Privacy Statement

&3 View printer-friendly

Provided in association with
National Archives and Records
Administration

Suggested Records 0

[ 1930 United States Federal Census
Franklin Roosevelt

[ U.S.. Sons of the Amencan Revolution
Membership Applications. 18839-1970
Franklin Dalano Roosevelt

[™ Web: Netherlands, GenealogieOnline Trees
Index. 1060-Current

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

[™ Web: Netherlands, GenealogieOnline Trees
Index, 1000-Current
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Name:

Age:

Estimated Birth Year:
Gender:

Race:

Birthplace:

Marital Status:

Relation to Head of House:
Home in 1940:

Street:

House Number:

Inferred Residence in 1935:
Residence in 1935:

Sheet Number:
Occupation:

Attended School or College:
Class of Worker:

Weeks Worked in 1939:
Income:

Household Members:

Source Citation: Year: 1940; Census Place: Washington, District of Columbia, District of Columbta; Roll: T627. 555; Page: 61.4; Enumeration District: 1-7¢

Source Information:

Description:

1940 United States Federal Census

Franklin D Roosevelt

38

1882

Male

White

New York

Married

Head

Washington, District of Columbia, District of Columbia
Pennsylvania Av

1600

Washington. District of Columbia. District of Columbia
Same House

61A

President Of

No

Wage or salary worker in Government work
52

5000+

Name

Franklin D Roosevelt

Eleanor Roosevelt

Marquerite A Le Hand

Elizabeth Henderson

Elspeth Connochie

Ida M Allen

Armstead H Barnett

Ella F Sompson

George C Fields

Ancestry.com. 1940 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012,
Original Data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census of the Lnited States, 19.40. Washingtan, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1940. T627, 4,643 rolls.

household’s occupants that include birthplaces, occupations, education, citizenship, and income.

Age
58
55
43

22

46
35
27
32
29

The 1046 United States Federal Census is the largest census released to date and the most recent census available for public access. The census gives us a glimpse mto the lives of Americans in 1040, with details about a
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What about
19307
1920°?
19107?
19007?
18907?
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What about the 1890 U.S. Census?




Most of the 1890 Population Schedules
were badly damaged by a fire in the
Commerce Building in January 1921. It
pointed out the need for safe storage for
documents.
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U.S. Census 1850

Abraham Lincoln, Atty. At Law
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Tips and Tricks for Finding
Elusive Relatives in the US
Census
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Work from yourself into the past
to ensure accuracy and save time

Document sources so you don’t
have to repeat the search
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Filing in Search Forms

Limit your search to:
°* Name

* An Event (birth, marriage,
death)

* Use the most exact location
possible




Names

Census takers wrote what they
heard and indexers wrote their
best guess from the writing

 Phonetic
* Nicknames
e Initials

Cua
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Names

William Coleman Young
could be:

Wm., Billy, Bill, William,
W.C., Will, Willy, Cole,
William C.




Search for another family
member or browse the township

7 Gty of
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Still can’t find your ancestor in
the Census?

* You might be looking in the wrong location,
specifically county.

* Boundaries for counties changed often
before most were settled in the 1920s

* Use Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Census
1790-1920 where you can see boundaries by

both state and year (also found on Heritage
Quest Online)
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PA 1790 e

The Erie Triangle*

AN W

; '
'8 / IMDIANA
£ o ¢ X
TN T

~
’\A‘\_,JJ H

I'd

WESTMORYLAND - e N

*NOTE:

Although the federal government sold the Erie Triangle
CENSUS AVAILABILITY to Pennsylvania by patent in 1792, Pennsylvania had

purchased the land from Indians in 1789, The Triangle
Federal census extant for all counties was added to Allegheny County in 1792,

WHITE = MODERAN BOUNDARIES

MAP GUIDE TO THE U,S. FEDERAL CENSUSES, 1790-1920 by William Thorndale and William Dollarhide. Copyright 1987, all rights reserved.




Try Books

* Finding Answers in U.S. Census Records by
Loretta Dennis Szucs & Matthew Wright GR

029.1 S99
* 1890 Genealogical Reconstruction: Ohio edition
by Sherida K. Eddlemon and Patricia P. Nelson

* Free Black heads of households in the New York
State federal census, 1790-1830 by Alice Eicholz

* Many more...
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Soundex System — 1880-1920
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Interpret economic data accurately

@\’ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AtoZ Index | FAQs | AboutBLS | ContactUs
Follow Us 9 |

* BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS Search B1S,gov

PEELELC R R GLIER A Publications ¥ Economic Releases ¥ Beta +

Databases, Tables & Calculators by Subject swane on: [ 1B

TOP PICKS CPI Inflation Calculator

SERIES REPORT
DISCONTINUED

DATABASES
FAQS CPI Infiation Calculator

SPECIAL NOTICES

) 1.00

MORE SOURCES OF DATA

in [ 1940 E3

Has the same buying power as:

in | 2013 %)

B o * e e S
[ Calculate )

About this calculator
Maobile Browser? View full screen.




The Value of a Dollar: prices and
incomes in the United States,
1860-2009

The Value of a Dollar: the
colonial era to the Civil War,

1660-1865




