
AmericanȱChurchȱRecords

WhyȱstudyȱAmericanȱChurchȱrecords?

• CoversȱpreȬU.S.ȱCensusȱperiodȱ(beforeȱ1850)

• Mayȱfillȱgapȱbetweenȱdecennialȱcensusȱdates

• Mayȱhaveȱmoreȱexactȱinformation

• Mayȱhaveȱmoreȱusefulȱinformation

• Manyȱstatesȱdidȱnotȱmandateȱvitalȱrecordȱkeepingȱ
untilȱearlyȱ20th century

TheȱGoodȱnewsȱis…
• Weȱdoȱnotȱhaveȱaȱstateȱreligion!!!

TheȱBadȱnewsȱis…
• Weȱdoȱnotȱhaveȱaȱstateȱreligion!!!



• Anglicanȱ/ȱEpiscopal
• Baptist
• Buddhist
• ChurchȱofȱChrist,ȱScientist
• ChurchȱofȱtheȱBrethren
• Congregational
• DisciplesȱofȱChrist
• DutchȱReformed
• GermanȱReformed
• GreatȱAwakenings
• GreekȱOrthodox
• Huguenot
• Jehovah’sȱWitnesses
• Jewish
• LatterȬdayȱSaintsȱ(Mormon)

• Lutheran
• Methodist
• Mennoniteȱ/ȱAmish
• Moravian
• Muslim
• Nazarene
• Pentecostal
• Presbyterian
• RomanȱCatholic
• RussianȱOrthodox
• SeventhȬDayȱAdventist
• SocietyȱofȱFriendsȱ(Quakers)
• Unitarian
• UnitedȱChurchȱofȱChrist

TheȱScopeȱofȱReligionȱinȱAmerica

HistoryȱofȱReligionȱinȱAmerica
• TheȱU.S.ȱwasȱtheȱfirstȱwesternȱnationȱtoȱbeȱfoundedȱpredominatelyȱ
byȱProtestantsȱratherȱthanȱRomanȱCatholics

• EuropeansȱcameȱtoȱAmericaȱtoȱescapeȱreligiousȱoppressionȱandȱ
forcedȱbeliefsȱbyȱstateȬaffiliatedȱChristianȱchurches

• Notȱhavingȱaȱstateȱreligionȱhasȱopenedȱtheȱdoorȱtoȱaȱmultitudeȱofȱ
utopianȱreligions,ȱreligiousȱfanaticism,ȱandȱEasternȱreligionsȱsuchȱ
asȱBuddhism,ȱHinduism,ȱIslam,ȱandȱTaoism

Generalȱresourcesȱforȱreligionsȱinȱ
America

• FamilySearch.org/wiki
– Topic:ȱReligionȱinȱAmerica

• www.cyndislist.com/
– Category:ȱȱReligionȱandȱchurches

• Ancestry.com
– Collections:ȱȱChurchȱHistoriesȱ&ȱRecords



GreatȱAwakenings
• Withoutȱtheȱpoliticalȱandȱsocialȱpowerȱavailableȱtoȱtheȱ
ministersȱinȱEngland,ȱcolonistsȱwereȱapatheticȱaboutȱ
religion

• MoralȱstandardsȱinȱAmericaȱdeclinedȱtoȱshockingȱlevels
• “Theȱcolonistsȱwereȱtypicallyȱinattentive,ȱuninterested,ȱ
andȱboredȱduringȱchurchȱservices,ȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱ
ministers,ȱwhoȱcomplainedȱthatȱtheȱpeopleȱwereȱ
sleeping,ȱwhispering,ȱoglingȱtheȱfashionablyȱdressedȱ
women,ȱwalkingȱaboutȱandȱcomingȱandȱgoing,ȱorȱatȱbestȱ
lookingȱoutȱtheȱwindowsȱorȱstaringȱblanklyȱintoȱspace”

GreatȱAwakenings

• BeganȱinȱConnecticutȱ&ȱNewȱHampshire
• Revivalismȱattractedȱseminaryȱstudents
• Provokedȱemotionalȱresponseȱoverȱintellectual
• MiddleȬclassȱrespondedȱenthusiastically
• Spreadȱwithȱwestwardȱmigration

GreatȱAwakenings
• Pitȱministerȱagainstȱminister
• HellfireȬandȬdamnationȱpreaching
• BurnedȬoverȱdistrictȱinȱNewȱYork
– “theȱareaȱhadȱbeenȱsoȱheavily evangelized asȱtoȱhaveȱnoȱ
ȈfuelȈȱ(unconvertedȱpopulation)ȱleftȱoverȱtoȱȈburnȈȱ
(convert).

• Spawnedȱmanyȱnewȱdenominations
• Beginningsȱofȱ temperance, abolition,ȱand womenȇsȱ
suffrage
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FirstȱGreatȱAwakeningȱ– 1730Ȭ1750

• Changedȱtheȱwayȱpeopleȱthoughtȱaboutȱtheirȱ
relationshipȱwithȱtheȱdivine,ȱwithȱthemselvesȱandȱ
withȱotherȱpeople.ȱ

• Engagedȱtheȱmind,ȱbutȱtheȱGreatȱAwakeningȱengagedȱ
theȱheart.

• Itȱrespectedȱeachȱindividualȇsȱfeelingsȱandȱemotions.ȱ
InȱstarkȱcontrastȱtoȱPuritanism,ȱwhichȱemphasizedȱ
outwardȱactionsȱasȱproofȱofȱsalvation,ȱtheȱGreatȱ
Awakeningȱfocusedȱonȱinwardȱchangesȱinȱtheȱ
Christianȇsȱheart

SecondȱGreatȱAwakeningȱ– 1820Ȭ1840

• Theȱideaȱofȱsocialȱequalityȱthatȱcameȱaboutȱwithȱtheȱ
adventȱofȱtheȱnewȱnationȱtrickledȱdownȱtoȱreligion.ȱ

• Prominentȱreligionsȱbeganȱanȱeffortȱtoȱdemocratizeȱ
religion.ȱ

• Unlike theȱEpiscopalianȱreligion,ȱministersȱinȱtheseȱ
sectsȱwereȱtypicallyȱuneducated.ȱ

• UnlikeȱtheȱCalvinists,ȱtheyȱbelievedȱandȱpreachedȱinȱ
salvationȱforȱall.



Oftȱinȱdanger,ȱoftȱinȱwoe,ȱOnward,ȱChristian,ȱonwardȱgo!
Fightȱtheȱfight,ȱmaintainȱtheȱstrife,ȱStrengthenedȱwithȱtheȱ
breadȱofȱlife.
Onward,ȱChristian,ȱonwardȱgo!ȱJoinȱtheȱwar,ȱandȱfaceȱtheȱfoe;
Willȱyouȱfleeȱinȱdangerȇsȱhour?ȱKnowȱyeȱnotȱyourȱCaptainȇsȱ
power?
Letȱyourȱdroopingȱheartsȱbeȱglad;ȱMarch,ȱinȱheavenlyȱarmorȱ
clad;
Fight,ȱnorȱthinkȱtheȱbattleȱlong,ȱVictȇry soonȱshallȱtuneȱyourȱ
song.
Onward,ȱthen,ȱtoȱbattleȱmove!ȱMoreȱthanȱconqȇrors youȱshallȱ
prove;
Thoughȱopposedȱbyȱmanyȱaȱfoe,ȱChristianȱsoldiers,ȱonwardȱ
go!


