Designing a Family Story
for your non-genealogist relatives

Most of your relatives won’t be terribly interested in a deep dive into the nuts and bolts of your
family history, so how do you let them know the stories without a lot of eye-rolling? Give them
the means to picture some of the realities of daily life in your ancestors’ time.

Extended material and documents probably wouldn’t be particularly interesting to non-
genealogists — also known as most of your family members. Consider possible attention span
and adjust the amount of content that you cover. If interest is generated, you can always provide
further details. Here are some ideas for content and modest production:
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story, especially the nuclear family. Highlight your direct ancestors.

Maps
* Include maps showing where the
ancestors lived. Don’t assume that
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Sample Documents (with Transcriptions)
* Include a few sample handwritten documents; be sure
to include the transcriptions!

v@%’?ﬂ_ﬁaa //’,7/;5/,/,.41 Ligg & 7«/4/;:
é/éfﬂv/(«.w M%,yﬁ:, s /)%ﬂﬂl/’ﬂ //f

srﬂf—é/ rmﬁ /A« 77 ernal 2o d/
Al e Ei, 4/,,,44,5;,1 e i

X lznd/* M@afy ,1/;‘7%%/1 onatlers /ﬁf.fé&a«y/é‘e 7
m/./o //h} hp /l %3 3

¥ Townshlp 205 ROW,
s Sections 29 & 30

sl i) | S ',7#;'/7//-/

May the 7th Received Polly Shirley by baptism the
Church being called together on information of the
bad conduct of Nancy Hanks have cut of[f] her pri
=viledge from the Church for speaking disrespect
=ful of the brethren also for disowning the truth

And for busying herself in matters the she ought not
with young people -




Pictures and Images

* Include captions explaining who and what and how
the image is related to your story.

* Find sample, period-appropriate

relative to the family occupation or economic status,

and tell what the price would be

Inflation calculator at https://www.officialdata.org

pictures of items

1 Iron
3 weeding hoes

in today’s dollars.

» Use actual and representative pictures of your
ancestors and the area and home(s) where they lived.

Grandfather
Emmette Jesse
Wallace (1886-1955)
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/ b | Sublett (1888-1975)

They grew up in these homes in Cleburne, Texas |

Grandmother
Bess Alice

Modest production ideas

e Create your story in Word or Pages; print it and put it in a binder.

- Keep it short: Limited # of pages (20 pages with lots of

pictures)

- Put the pages in sheet protectors

- Try Lay Flat Report Covers

- Save it as a PDF and put it on a thumb drive or email it to your
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relatives
e Make a video

- Create your story in
PowerPoint or Keynote

- Keep it short (limit
about 10 minutes)

- Record the story in a
video using that feature
in Zoom or PowerPoint
or Keynote

e Upload to YouTube

- Free

- Keep it short (limit
about 10 minutes)

- Send the link to your
relatives

Tips for Sharing

Showecase the inventory items with
pictures and explanations. Put them
into a book, pages in a binder, a pdf
emailed or on a thumb drive, a time
capsule, or a YouTube video.
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