
Designing a Family Story 
for your non-genealogist relatives 

 

Most of your relatives won’t be terribly interested in a deep dive into the nuts and bolts of your 
family history, so how do you let them know the stories without a lot of eye-rolling? Give them 
the means to picture some of the realities of daily life in your ancestors’ time. 
 

Extended material and documents probably wouldn’t be particularly interesting to non-
genealogists – also known as most of your family members. Consider possible attention span 
and adjust the amount of content that you cover. If interest is generated, you can always provide 
further details. Here are some ideas for content and modest production: 
 

Elements of your story: 
Family Charts (include your audience)  
• Include a chart showing your relationship (and that of 

your audience) to the person whose story you are 
telling. Saying that the person is your 3G grandfather is 
much more powerful if you show it visually.  

• Include a chart showing the people mentioned in your 
story, especially the nuclear family. Highlight your direct ancestors.  

 

Maps 
• Include maps showing where the 

ancestors lived. Don’t assume that 
everyone knows where Wolf River, 
Tennessee, is located.  

• If land is included, map the land and 
show that. Find the land today and 
show what’s there now. 

• If a journey is part of the story, show 
that on a map. 

 

Sample Documents (with Transcriptions) 
• Include a few sample handwritten documents; be sure 

to include the transcriptions!  
 
 
 

Mary Alice
BLEDSOE SUBLETT

Nell M
SUBLETT SMITH

Alice Bledsoe
SMITH

Bessie Sue
SMITH

Bess Alice
SUBLETT WALLACE

Emmette Bledsoe
WALLACE

Martha Patricia !  
WALLACE

William Michael !
WALLACE

Tiana Michelle
WALLACE

Sara Kay
WALLACE

Phillip Thomas
WALLACE

Marsha Lynn
WALLACE

Mark Steven
WALLACE

Douglas Phillip
WALLACE

Jason Douglas
WALLACE

Ryan Matthew
WALLACE

William Harold
WALLACE

Marilyn Lynn
WALLACE

Michael Louis
FRIEDMAN

Mark Edward
FRIEDMAN

Leslie Ann
FRIEDMAN

Lawrence Emmette
WALLACE

William Kassel
WALLACE

Ashley Michelle
WALLACE

Andrea Nicole
WALLACE

Rev William Scott!
WALLACE

Courtney Michelle
WALLACE

Elizabeth Renee
WALLACE

Nathan Matthew
WALLACE

Kimberly Gale
WALLACE

Jill Nicole
GREGORY

Sophia SUBLETT
Never married

Sue SUBLETT
Never married

What I’ve found

May the 7th Received Polly Shirley by baptism the
Church being called together on information of the
bad conduct of Nancy Hanks have cut of[f] her pri
=viledge from the Church for speaking disrespect
=ful of the brethren also for disowning the truth

And for busying herself in matters the she ought not
with young people - 

Township 20S, R9W, 
Sections 29 & 30

Tuscaloosa

Northport

Black Warrior River

North River



Pictures and Images 
• Include captions explaining who and what and how 

the image is related to your story.  
• Find sample, period-appropriate pictures of items 

relative to the family occupation or economic status, 
and tell what the price would be in today’s dollars. 
Inflation calculator at https://www.officialdata.org  

• Use actual and representative pictures of your 
ancestors and the area and home(s) where they lived.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modest production ideas 
• Create your story in Word or Pages; print it and put it in a binder.  

- Keep it short: Limited # of pages (20 pages with lots of 
pictures) 

- Put the pages in sheet protectors 
- Try Lay Flat Report Covers  
- Save it as a PDF and put it on a thumb drive or email it to your 

relatives 
• Make a video 

- Create your story in 
PowerPoint or Keynote  

- Keep it short (limit 
about 10 minutes) 

- Record the story in a 
video using that feature 
in Zoom or PowerPoint 
or Keynote  

• Upload to YouTube  
- Free 
- Keep it short (limit 

about 10 minutes) 
- Send the link to your 

relatives 
 
 
 

Tools
Shoe makers tools   .75
1 pr sheep shers   .50
1 pr smoothing irons 1.00
1 pr candle moulds   .75
1 pr an Irons  1.75
1 knife bon    .25
Cross cut saw  2.50
1 cradle blade  1.50
1 clamp bud heat   .75
1 lot carpenter tools 60.00
2 hammers   1.75
4 mattocks   5.00
1 Iron     .50
3 weeding hoes  1.00

Shoemaker’s Tools 
75¢

3 Weeding Hoes $1

Grain Cradle, 
1 blade $1.50

Carpenter Tools $60
Pair Candle 
Moulds 75¢

$1 in 1850 = $40.42 today

Tips for Sharing

Showcase the inventory items with 
pictures and explanations. Put them 
into a book, pages in a binder, a pdf 
emailed or on a thumb drive, a time 
capsule, or a YouTube video. 

Time Capsule for James Loveless1795-1851

Cotton farmer and blacksmith

Grandmother 
Bess Alice
Sublett (1888-1975)

Grandfather 
Emmette Jesse 
Wallace (1886-1955) 

They grew up in these homes in Cleburne, Texas

Designing a Family Story 

§ Include your audience (in a graphic 

family tree) 
§ Include a map (at least one) 

§ Include as many pictures as you can 

(with captions) 
§Not too long (whether printed or video) 

§ Provide extra printed copies (or on thumb 


