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Who served?

Under the Union draft act men faced the 
possibility of conscription in July 1863 and 
in Mar., July, and Dec. 1864. Draft riots 
ensued, notably in New York in 1863. Of 
the 249,259 18-to-35-year-old men whose 
names were drawn, only about 6% served, 
the rest paying commutation or hiring a 
substitute.
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Who served?
The first Confederate conscription law also 

applied to men between 18 and 35, 
providing for substitution (repealed Dec. 
1863) and exemptions. A revision, 
approved 27 Sept. 1862, raised the age to 
45; 5 days later the legislators passed the 
expanded Exemption Act. The 
Conscription Act of Feb. 1864 called all 
men between 17 and 50. Conscripts 
accounted for one-fourth to one-third of 
the Confederate armies east of the 
Mississippi between Apr. 1864 and early 
1865.
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Males* born between 
• Union side: 1817-1847 
• Confederate side:      1812-1847

• Boys as young as 14 1848-1851

Who served?
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How to find 
them?

• 1. Check existing family histories or
databases
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Advanced Filter/Focus
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How to find 
them?

• 1. Check existing family histories or
databases

• 2. Locate ancestors in 1860 census 
(or earlier)
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Mark Rinehart, born 1821 in Pennsylvania
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Francis M Creager, born 1839, Maryland

Parents were Jonathan and Elizabeth Creager
Francis M Creager, born 1839, Maryland

Parents were Jonathan and Elizabeth Creager
Francis M Creager, born 1839, Maryland

Parents were Jonathan and Elizabeth Creager
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Francis M Creager, born 1839, Maryland

Parents were Jonathan and Elizabeth Creager

1850 Census for Westminster, Carroll, Maryland
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How to find 
them?

• 1. Check existing family histories or
databases

• 2. Locate ancestors in 1860 census 
(or earlier)

• 3. Search indexes of military units
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How to find 
them?

• 1. Check existing family histories or
databases

• 2. Locate ancestors in 1860 census 
(or earlier)

• 3. Search indexes of military units
• 4. Locate Compiled Service File
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How to find 
them?

• 1. Check existing family histories or
databases

• 2. Locate ancestors in 1860 census 
(or earlier)

• 3. Search indexes of military units
• 4. Locate Compiled Service File
• 5. Look for a Pension File



31



32



33



34

Example of a Widow’s Pension File

File contains 48 pages of details!!!
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